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Among  these  writers,  there  are  several  who  cannot  be  charged  with  any 
leaning  to  Puritan  rigor  on  the  Sabbath  question. 

Lord  Macaulay  :  "  If  Sunday  had  not  been  observed  as  a  day  of  rest 
during  the  last  three  centuries,  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  that  we  should 
have  been  at  this  moment  a  poorer  and  less  civilized  people  than  we  are." 

Count  Montalembert  :  "  There  is  no  religion  without  worship,  and  no 
worship  without  the  Sabbath." 

Sir.  Matthew  Hale  :  "  The  more  faithfully  he  applied  himself  to  the 
duties  of  the  Lord's  Day,  the  more  happy  and  successful  was  his  business 
during  the  week." 

Blackstone  :  "  A  corruption  of  morals  usually  follows  the  profanation 
of  the  Sabbath." 

Adam  Smith  :  "  The  Sabbath,  as  a  political  institution,  is  of  inestimable 
value,  independently  of  its  claim  to  Divine  authority." 

Lord  Kames  :  "  Sunday  is  a  day  of  account,  and  a  candid  account  every 
seventh  day  is  the  best  preparation  for  the  great  day  of  account." 

William  Wilberforce  :  "  I  can  truly  declare,  that  to  me  the  Sabbath 
has  been  invaluable." 

Sir  Walter  Scott  :  "  Give  to  the  world  one  half  of  the  Sunday,  and  you 
will  find  that  religion  has  no  stronghold  of  the  other.  Pass  the  morning  at 
church,  and  the  evening,  according  to  your  taste  or  rank,  in  the  cricket-field 
or  the  opera,  and  you  will  soon  find  thoughts  of  the  evening  hazards  and 
bets  intrude  themselves  on  the  sermon,  and  the  recollections  of  the  popular 
melody  interfere  with  the  Psalms." 

S.  T.  Coleridge  :  "  I  feel  as  if  God  had,  by  giving  the  Sabbath,  given 
fifty-two  springs  in  the  year." 

Isaac  Taylor  :  "  A  Sunday  given  to  the  soul,  is  the  best  of  all  means  of 
refreshment  to  the  mere  intellect." 

SEE  THIRD  PAGE  OF  COVER. 


SEYMOUR  DURST 


[DOCUMENT  NO.  XXXIV.J 


THE  TENTH  YEAR 


OF  TIIE 


New -York  Sabbath  Committee. 


"WITH  A 
I 


SKETCH  OF  ITS  HISTORY 


From  1S.~>7  to  1S67. 


XTcMjorh: 

JOHN'  A.  GRAY  k  GREEN",  PRINTERS,  16  &  18  JACOB  STREET. 

186t. 


CONTENTS. 

 •  e  «  

PAOB 

Previous  Efforts  of  Systematic  Sabbath  Reform,       ...  3 

Organization  of  the  Committee,  4 

Object  and  Aim  of  the  Committee,    .      .      .*  .      .  .6 

Policy  and  Mode  of  Action,   .  .7 

Labors  and  Results,  9 

Publications  of  the  Committee,  .  .  .  .  ;  .  .11 
The  New  Metropolitan  Excise  Law,        ......  12 

Execution  of  the  Law,  14 

Opposition  to  the  Law,  15 

Temporary  Suspension,  16 

The  Law  sustained,   .  .16 

Attempts  to  repeal  the  Law,  17 

German  Demonstrations,  18 

German  Sabbath  Meetings,  20 

Moral  Effect  of  the  Sunday  Clause,  21 

The  Tenth  Anniversary  of  the  Committee,  24 

Sabbath  Movements  in  other  States,  25 

Sabbath  Reform  in  Europe,  28 

The  Sabbath  and  the  Paris  Exposition,  29 

Conclusion,  .30 


[DOCUMENT  No.  XXXTV.] 


THE  TEKTH  YEAE 

OF  TIIE 

NEW-YORK  SABBATH  COMMITTEE. 


In  closing  the  tenth  year  of  their  history,  the  New- York  Sab- 
bath Committee  deem  it  proper  to  give  a  brief  statement  of  the 
origin  and  progress  of  their  work  to  this  date. 

PREVIOUS  EFFORTS  OF  SYSTEMATIC  SABBATH  REFORM  IN 

NEW-YORK. 

With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  population  of  New- York  by  im- 
migration from  all  quarters  of  the  globe  within  the  last  thirty 
or  forty  years,  the  demoralizing  evil  of  Sabbath  desecration,  in 
connection  with  vice  and  crime  of  every  description,  was  in- 
creasing to  such  an  extent  as  to  endanger  our  Christian  institu- 
tions, and  to  fill the  better  class  of  our  citizens  with  solicitude 
and  alarm. 

This  state  of  things  gave  rise  at  an  early  date  to  various  but 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  form  an  association  for  the  protection 
of  the  Sabbath  and  the  important  moral  and  social  interests  which 
it  involves.  In  1827 — thirty  years  before  the  birth  of  our  Com- 
mittee-—a  Sabbath  meeting  was  called  in  the  City  Hall,  at  which 
Mayor  Stephen  Allen  was  to  preside.  The  oldest  minister  of 
New- York  still  living  gives,  from  his  own  experience,  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  this  meeting  and  subsequent  efforts  at  Sab- 
bath reform  : 

"  It  was  not  without  difficulty  that  wo  got  into  the  Hall ;  our  friends  ear- 
nestly entreated  me  not  to  attempt  it.  Those  on  whom  we  relied  to  advocate 
our  cause  one  after  another  deserted  us,  and  the  Rev.  Alexander  McLeland 
and  myself  were  left  alone,  of  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  to  face  the  storm. 
We  forced  our  way  through  the  crowd,  and  found  ourselves  in  the  mid^t  of 
an  indignant  assemblage,  passing  resolutions  requesting  tJie  ministers  to  mind 
their  own  business.    We  were  marked  men.    The  excited  multitude  looked 
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daggers  at  us.  They  would  not  listen  to  us.  Our  persons  were  in  danger, 
and  we  left  the  Hall  without  the  opportunity  even  of  bearing  our  testimony 
for  God  and  the  Sabbath.  There  was  more  zeal  than  wisdom  in  this  move- 
ment.   It  was  a  failure. 

"  Other  efforts  were  made,  but  without  success.  There  were  frequent  con- 
ferences among  the  friends  of  the  Sabbath  ;  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered 
were  great,  and  no  organized  effort  of  a  permanent  character  was  made  until 
the  spring  of  1857.  It  was  a  wise  thought  that,  if  a  successful  effort  were 
made  to  arrest  the  evil,  it  must  be  in  the  hands  of  Christian  laymen,  men  of 
character  and  standing  in  the  city,  of  all  religious  denominations,  and  whose 
efforts  would  be  unembarrassed  by  the  prejudice  against  clerical  interference. 
Isolated  effort  could  accomplish  little.  Even  the  most  glaring  Sabbath  nui- 
sances could  not  be  abated,  while  the  abettors  of  these  efforts  met  a  storm  of 
reproach  from  the  press."* 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

These  repeated  failures  of  well-meant  efforts  may  give  us  an 
idea  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  organized  Sabbath  reform.  - 
Such  was  the  feeling  of  despondency  and  despair,  that  many 
friends  of  the  cause  refused  to  take  part  in  any  new  effort,  be- 
lieving that  it  would  do  more  harm  than  good%  and  no  public 
meeting  was  attempted  for  thirty  years  after  the  failure  of  the 
one  in  the  City  Hall. 

In  the  mean  time  matters  grew  worse  and  worse.  The  gov- 
ernment of  the  city  passed,  in  a  large  measure,  into  the  control 
of  those  who  contributed  least  to  its  support  and  were  least 
interested  in  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  laws.  Material  in- 
terests claimed  the  supremacy.  The  Sunday  laws  became  inop- 
erative, and  the  Sabbath  was  turned,  among  a  considerable 
class  of  the  city  population,  from  a  holy  day  of  religion  and 
charity,  into  a  holiday  of  frivolity  and  vice. 

But  perseverance,  combined  with  wisdom,  in  a  good  cause, 
will  always  succeed  in  the  end. 

In  the  spring  of  1857,  thirty-eight  Christian  laymen  of  the 
various  evangelical  churches  of  New- York,  alarmed  by  the  cry- 
ing public  violations  of  the  Sabbath  laws  during  the  preceding 
winter,  issued  the  following  invitation  to  about  one  hundred 
gentlemen : 

New- York,  March  28,  1857. 
Dear  Sir  :  Unless  measures  are  taken  to  stop  the  progress  of  Sabbath 
desecration  in  our  city,  there  is  danger  that  this  sacred  day  will  soon  be,  in  a 

*  From  Dr.  Spring's  Personal  Reminiscences,  New- York,  1866,  vol.  ii.  p. 
143. 


pnwi  degree,  lost  to  us.  It  has  been  thought  advisable  to  ask  a  few  gentle- 
men  to  inert,  with  the  view  of  considering  what  means  sliall  be  adopted  to 
arrest  this  growing  evil. 

You  axe  earnestly  requested  to  attend  a  meeting  for  this  purpose,  at  the 
Lecture  Room  of  Dr.  Alexander's  church,  in  Nineteenth  street,  near  Filth 
Avenue,  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  first. 


Horace  Holdex, 
A.  R.  Wetmore, 
C.  R.  Robert, 
C.  Hi  Talbot, 
Robert  L.  Stuart, 
William  A.  Booth, 
Henry  Young, 
George  D.  PnELPS, 
T.  C.  Doremus, 
John  H.  Earle' 

S.  B.  SCHIEFFELLN, 

A.  G.  Phelps, 
F.  G.  Foster, 


Francis  Hall, 
J.  M.  Morrison, 
C.  O.  Halsted, 
William  E.  Dodge, 
William  Walker, 
William  Winterton, 
J.  B.  Sheffield, 
A.  R.  Walsh. 
David  Hoadley, 
F.  S.  Winston, 
William  H.  Smith, 
Jasper  Corning, 
L.  Kiiinv, 


B.  F.  Butler, 
A.  P.  Halsey, 

W.  C.  GlLMAN, 
E.  M.  KlNGSLEY, 

J.  M.  Halsted, 
John  L.  Mason, 
Norman  WhtIK, 
Oliver  E.  Wood, 
James  Suydam, 
Robert  Carter, 

C.  P.  Kirkland, 
Oliver  H.  Lee. 


Nearly  all  the  gentlemen  inviiod  convened  at  the  appointed 
time  and  place. 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  appointing  Horace  IIolden, 
Es<[.,  Chairman,  and  J.  W.  Beekman,  Esq.,  Secretary.  After 
prayer  by  the  late  Kev.  Dr.  James  W.  Alexander,  who,  at  the 
request  of  a  friend,  had  some  time  before  written  a  tract  on 
the  better  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  published  by  the  Ameri- 
can Tract  Society,  Messrs.  H.  IIolden,  A.  E,  Wetmore,  Nor- 
man White,  Benj.  F.  Butler,  R  Gr.  Pardee,  John  L.  Mason, 
and  others  addressed  the  meeting,  presenting  facts  and  statistics 
of  Sabbath  profanation  as  startling  and  alarming  as  they  were 
true.  It  was  unanimously  resolved  to  organize  a  Committee  of 
about  twenty  Christian  laymen,  under  the  name  of  "The  Com- 
mittee TO  PROMOTE  THE  BETTER  OBSERVANCE  OF  THE  SAB- 

batii,"  or,  as  it  is  more  usually  called,  "  The  New- York  Sab- 
bath Committee." 

The  following  laymen  representing  the  various  Evangeli- 
cal denominations,  were  proposed  by  a  nominating  committee, 
(consisting  of  Messrs  B.  F.  Butler,  A.  R  Wetmore,  Francis 
Hall,  and  Hiram  Ketch um,)  and  unanimously  elected  : 

N<>km\n  White.  Samuel  P>.  Sciiieefelix,  William  A. 
Booth,  TnoMAS  C.  Doremus,  James  Suydam,  Leonard  Kir- 
by,  John  M.  Bruce,  Jr.,  Warreh  Carter,  Oliver  E.  Wood, 
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E.  C.  Wilcox,  William  Walker,  J.  M.  Morrison,  Eobert 
Carter,  David  Hoadley,  Charles  Tracy,  Dr.  E.  L.  Bea- 
dle, E.  M.  Hartley,  F.  S.  Winston,  Fred.  G.  Foster,  Wil- 
liam Tkuslow,  John  H.  Earle,  E.  L.  Fancher. 

Norman  White  was  elected  Chairman,  and  has  continued 
ever  since  without  interruption  in  this  responsible  position. 

J.  W.  Beekman  was  appointed  Corresponding  Secretary,  and 
William  Walker  Treasurer. 

Some  of  the  original  members  have  removed  from  the  city ; 
others  have  been  called  hence  to  enjoy  the  unbroken  Sabbath 
in  heaven.  Among  the  latter  is  the  honored  Chairman  of  the 
first  meeting,  Horace  Holden.  But  not  less  than  eleven  of 
the  original  members  of  the  Committee,  Messrs.  Norman 
White,  William  A.  Booth,  Thomas  C.  Dobemus,  Oliver 
E.  Wood,  William  Walker,  J.  M.  Morrison,  Robert  Car- 
ter, David  Hoadley,  F.  S.  Winston,  Frederick  G.  Foster, 
and  .J.  W.  Beekman,  fill  their  post  to  this  day.  In  the  place  of 
those  who  died  or  resigned,  the  following  gentlemen  have  been 
elected  from  time  to  time,  and  constitute,  with  the  eleven  just 
mentioned,  the  present  Committee : 

Nathan  Bishop,  John  Elliott,  John  C.  Havemeyer,  John 
E.  Parsons,  Daniel  L.  Ross,  Gustav  Schwab,  William  A. 
Smith,  Jonathan  Sturges,  Otis  D.  Swan,  Philip  Schaff. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting,  held  April  22d,  1857,  a  plain, 
practical  Constitution  was  adopted,  which  has  remained  un- 
changed to  this  day. 

After  a  delay  of  several  months  the  Rev.  Russell  S.  Cook 
was  appointed  Corresponding  Secretary.  He  brought  to  his 
position  a  rare  combination  of  ability,  energy,  and  experience. 
He  entered  upon  his  duties  in  autumn,  1857,  and  continued  to 
discharge  them  faithfully  till  a  few  months  before  his  death,  in 
September,  1864,  when  the  Rev.  Dr.  Schaff  was  elected  Sec- 
retary. 

OBJECT  AND  AIM  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 
The  object  of  the  Committee  is  briefly  and  clearly  stated  in 
the  second  article  of  the  Constitution,  as  follows  : 

"  The  object  of  the  Committee  shall  be.  by  personal  influence,  by  the  aid  of 
the  Pulpit  and  the  Press,  and  in  all  judioious,  prudent,  and  practicable  meth- 
ods, to  promote  the  proper  observance  of  the  Sabbath." 


The  work  of  the  New- York  Sabbath  Committee  is  entirely 
unsectarian,  and  practical  in  its  character.  It  is  to  protect  and 
defend  the  civil  and  sacred  Sabbath  as  established  in  this 
country  by  law  and  national  custom,  and  to  promote,  by  all 
proper  means,  its  observance ;  to  see  that  the  Sunday  laws  be 
properly  executed,  or  to  secure  better  legislation  on  the  subject, 
if  necessary. 

In  doing  this,  they  occupy  the  ground  on  which  American 
Christians  are  essentially  agreed.  While  disclaiming  all  com- 
pulsory measures  in  matters  of  conscience,  we  expect,  as  a 
Christian  people,  from  the  State  government  nothing  more  or 
less  than  legal  protection  in  the  exercise  of  our  right  to  a  quiet 
and  orderly  Sabbath  which,  the  State  itself  recognizes  in  its 
Sunday  enactments,  and  the  prohibition  of  such  open  desecration 
as  interferes  with  this  right.  But  the  religious  observance  of 
the  day  itself,  lies  beyond  the  sphere  of  civil  government. 

The  Committee  persistently  refused  to  enter  into  doubtful 
disputes  concerning  the  minor  details  of  Sabbath  observance, 
about  which  earnest  Christian  men  may  honestly  differ,  leaving 
these  questions  to  the  pulpit  and  individual  conscience.  It  is  not 
so  much  the  sacred  as  the  civil  Sabbath,  which  they  endeavor 
to  maintain,  as  a  necessary  basis  and  protection  for  the  proper 
religious  observance  of  the  day ;  and  hence  the  Committee  are 
composed  of  laymen.  They  aim  at  practicable  and  feasible 
reforms,  and  take  no  step  which  they  may  afterwards  be  com- 
pelled to  retrace.  They  seize  upon  glaring  abuses  and  public 
immoralities,  which  good  citizens  of  all  classes  and  parties  desire 
to^ave  checked  or  abolished.  They  confine  themselves  strictly 
to  their  work  and  carefully  avoid  entangling  alliances. 

POLICY  AND  MODE  OF  ACTION. 

The  Sunday  laws  of  New- York  were  found,  upon  investiga- 
tion, to  be  good  enough  in  most  cases,  but  they  were  openly 
and  shamelessly  violated,  or  were  so  entangled  by  later  city  or- 
dinances or  usages  that  they  could  not  be  executed.*  Public 

*  At  the  suggestion  of  the  Sabbath  Committee,  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  published  a  pamphlet  containing  the  Laws  of  the  Stato 
of  New-York  and  the  Ordinances  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New- York 
respecting  the  observance  of  Sunday.    New-York,  1858. 
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sentiment  which,  in  a  republican  country  like  ours,  is  the  power 
behind  the  throne  of  the  law-making  ^nd  executive  departments 
of  government,  had  become  gradually  demoralized  on  the  Sab- 
bath question.    This  was  the  root  of  the,  difficulty. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  had  to  rouse  the  community  to  a 
sense  of  the  actual  state  of  things  and  the  necessity  of  reform. 

This  has  been  done,  in  accordance  with  the  Const itiftion,  bv 
personal  effort,  through  the  pulpit  and  the  press.  •. 

The  first  public  step  taken  was  to  secure  the  cordial  cooper- 
ation of  the  clergy.  \A  meeting  of  over  one  hundred  ministers 
of  all  denominations  was  held  at  Spingler  Institute,  New- York, 
on  Jan.  28th,  1858,  and  a  series  of  admirable  resolutions,  drawn 
up  by  the  Rev.  Drs.  Williams,  Potts,  Hawks,  Hutton,  A. 
D.  Smith,  and  Peck,  and  setting  forth  the  civil  and  religious 
value  of  the  Sabbath,  and  the  remedies  of  the  evils  of  prevail- 
ing and  increasing  desecration,  were  unanimously  adopted. 

The  New- York  clergy  have  ever  since  looked  upon  the 
movements  of  the  Sabbath  Committee  with  increasing  favor 
and  interest,  and  have  given  it  the  whole  weight  of  their  in- 
fluence ;  well  knowing  that  without  a  proper  observance  of  the 
Lord's  Day  their  usefulness  must  decline,  and  public  worship  be 
neglected. 

Another  powerful  agency,  the  public  press,  both  secular  and 
religious,  was  indispensable  for  the  success  of  this  as  it  is  for 
every  other  reform  movement.  Nearly  all  the  religious  and  many 
of  the  secular  metropolitan  journals  nobly  seconded  every  im- 
portant movement  of  the  Committee ;  wisely  judging  that  by 
defending  the  civil  Sabbath  they  promote  the  cause  of  genuine 
civilization  and  the  material  and  moral  interests  of  the  com- 
munity. 

This  fact  is  highly  creditable  to  the  American  press.  At  the 
same  time,  the  Committee  were  subject  to  the  most  unscrupulous 
abuse  and  slanders  of  the  Sunday  papers,  which  make  their 
living  out  of  Sabbath  desecration,  and  by  the  foreign  daily 
press,  which  is  largely  controlled  by  a  spirit  of  bitter  hostility 
to  American  customs  and  to  the  Christian  religion.  But  they 
never  entered  into  a  controversy  with  these  papers,  and  went 
steadily  on  with  their  work,  regardless  of  the  attacks  of  their 
enemies. 
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The  Committee  are  happy  to  state  that  they  have  also  had 
the  cordial  cooperation  of  the  Police  Commissioners  in  the 
execution  of  the  Sabbath  laws. 

The  policy  of  the  Committee  was,  therefore,  to  conduct  their 
work  on  the  basis  of  law  and  order,  in  harmony  with  the 
public  authorities  and  with  the  cooperation  of  the  clergy  and 
the  loading  organs  of  public  opinion.  They  endeavored  to 
combine  practical  wisdom  and  moderation  with  zeal  and  energy. 

This  quiet,  moderate,  and  practical  policy  of  the  Committee 
has  commended  itself  also  to  outside  observers.  We  may  be 
permitted  to  quote  from  an  elaborate  article  of  Professor  Eg- 
bert C.  Smyth,  then  of  Bowdoin  College,  Maine,  now  Professor 
of  Church  History  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Andover, 
Mass.,  on  the  Perpetual  Observance  of  the  Sabbath,  in  the  Ameri- 
can Theological  Review  for  April,  1862,  pp.  296-327.  After 
summing  up  the  chief  results  of  the  New- York  Sabbath  Com- 
mittee, the  writer  proceeds : 

M  Sucli  results  arc  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  wisdom  and  energy  with  which 
the  efforts  of  the  Committee  have  been  conducted.  They  shed  light  also 
upon  the  true  method  of  prosecuting  reformatory  measures  under  a  free  gov- 
ernment. The  success  which  in  so  large  a  measure  has  attended  the  enter- 
prise to  which  we  have  referred,  is  manifestly*,  in  great  part,  due  to  the  con- 
ceptions its  authors  have  entertained  of  the  Christian  theory  of  reform. 
Frankly  avowing  their  principles,  and  tenaciously  adhering  to  them,  they 
have  avoided  theoretical  entanglements,  casuistry,  and  logomachy.  Aiming 
at  feasible  ends,  they  have  made  practical  issues.  No  ground  has  been  taken 
from  which  they  have  been  forced  to  retreat.  Every  advance  has  been  a  vic- 
tory. Relying  upon  the  power  of  truth,  they  have  wasted  no  time  in  crimina- 
tion and  recrimination.  Believing  in  the  instrumentalities  divinely  instituted, 
they  have  used  them  quietly  and  perseveringly,  without  adding  or  working 
any  noisy  machinery.  The  country  at  large  has  known  little  of  their  labors. 
Even  in  the  city  of  New-York,  few  appreciated  the  importance  and  power  of 
the  movement  until  the  end  was  in  many  particulars  gained.  It  is  refreshing 
to  witness  this  practical  faith  in  truth,  and  the  efficiency  of  calm,  quiet,  man- 
ly Christian  action."* 

LABORS  AND  RESULTS. 

Guided  by  these  principles  and  this  policv,  the  Committee 
have  been  able,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  to  check  or  prevent 

■  Dr.  (SPRING  also  devotes  a  special  chapter  of  his  Personal  Reminiscence*, 
vol.  ii.  p.  141  fE,  to  the  subject  of  Sabbath  Reform,  in  which  he  highly  com- 
mends the  labors  of  the  Committee. 
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many  abuses,  to  inaugurate  wholesome  reforms,  and  to  contri- 
bute no  small  part  to  the  material  and  moral  welfare  of  the 
metropolis  of  the  country. 

The  chief  results  attained  during  the  ten  years  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Committee  may  be  briefly  summed  up  under 
the  following  heads : 

Information  gathered  in  regard  to  the  Sunday  Laws  of 
New-York,  and  the  alarming  extent  of  Sabbath  Desecra- 
tion. 

Memorial  to  the  Mayor  and  Police  Commissioners  against  the 
Crying  of  Newspapers  on  Sunday,  and  effectual  suppression 
of  this  intolerable  nuisance,  1858. 

Suppression  of  the  Sunday  pageant  of  the  Fire  Department 
at  the  Broderick  funeral,  November,  1859. 

Effectual  remonstrance  against  Sunday  'desecration  in  the 
Central  Pare,  1860. 

Abolition  of  Sunday  Theatres  by  the  Sunday  Theatre 
Act  of  1860. 

Protection  of  the  Sabbath  interest  in  the  Army  and  Navy 
during  the  war,  culminating  in  the  issue  of  President  Lincoln's 
famous  Sabbath  Order  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  1862.  This 
order  was  prepared  by  the  Sabbath  Committee,  and  adopted  by 
the  President  as  bis  own. 

Purchase  of  a  rare  Sabbath  Library  of  146  volumes,  April, 
1863. 

Suppression  of  Sunday  Parades  in  honor  of  volunteers 
returning  from  the  seat  of  war,  June,  1863. 

National  Sabbath  Convention  at  Saratoga,  August.  1863. 

Over  one  hundred  Sermons  on  the  better  observance  of  Sun- 
day, preached  by  the  Secretary  in  nearly  all  the  German  and 
many  of  the  English  churches  of  New- York  and  surrounding 
cities,  1864-1866. 

Seven  German  Mass  Meetings,  held  from  1859  to  1867,  for 
the  better  observance  of  the  Sabbath  in  New- York,  Williams- 
burgh,  and  Brooklyn,  committing  a  large  number  of  our  Ger- 
man citizens  to  the  American  custom  of  Sabbath  observance. 

Suppression  of  the  Sunday  Liquor  and  Beer  Traffic  by 
the  Metropolitan  Excise  Law  of  1866. 

Assistance  and  encouragement  given  to  Sabbath  societies  and 
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movements  in  other  States,  and  in  Europe,  by  a  liberal 
distribution  of  Sabbath  Documents,  by  correspondence  and* 
personal  efforts. 

In  connection  with  these  movements  of  the  Committee  two 
very  important  Legal  Decisions  were  rendered,  one  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  February  Term,  1861,  Justices  Clerke,  Suth- 
erland, and  Allen,  in  the  case  of  Gustav  Lindenmidler  vs.  The 
People,  against  Sunday  Theatres ;  the  other  by  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  Dec.  81,  1866,  in  several  cases  of  litigation  growing 
out  of  the  Metropolitan  Excise  Act  of  1866.  These  decisions 
fully  sustain  the  Constitutionality  of  our  Sunday  Laws,  and  of 
the  entire  prohibition  of  the  Sunday  Liquor  and  Beer  Traffic. 

PUBLICATIONS, 

1.  Thirty-four  original  Sabbath  Documents,  touching  on 
the  more  important  practical  aspects  of  the  Sabbath  question, 
as  follows : 


No.  I.  The  Sabbath  in  New- York,   16  pages. 

II.  Railroads  and  the  Sabbath,   16 

III.  Newscrying  and  the  Sabbath,  16  " 

IV.  The  Sabbath  in  Europe,   16  " 

V.  The  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic,  *.   24  ■ 

VI.  A  Year  for  the  Sabbath,   16  « 

VII.  Memorial  Memoranda,   40  " 

VIII.  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic—  German,   24  " 

IX.  German  Meeting  at  Cooper  Institute — German,          24  u 

X.  Broderick  Sunday  Pageant,   16  " 

XL  Sunday  Theatres  and  B^er-Gardens,  24  " 

XII.  Progress  of  the  Sabbatli  Reform,  32  ■ 

XIII.  The  Press  on  Sunday  Theatres,  24  " 

XIV.  Sunday  at  Central  Park.   8  " 

XV.  The  Civil  Sabbath  Restored,   32  " 

XVI.  Second  German  Meeting  at  Cooper  Institute — Ger- 
man, 32  " 

XVII.  The  Sabbath  in  War,   4  ■ 

XVIII.  Constitutional  Basis  of  Sunday  Laws,   4  ■ 

XIX.  Plea  for  the  Sabbath  in  War,   8  " 

XX.  The  Sabbath  and  the  Pulpit,   8  ■ 

XXI.  First  Five  Years  of  the  Sabbath  Reform,  16  " 

XXII.  The  Sabbath  in  the  Army  and  Navy,   4  " 

XXIII.  The  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Sabbath,   4  " 

XXIV.  The  Civil  and  Sacred  Sabbath,   32  ■ 

XXV.  Proceedings  of  the  National  Sabbath  Convention,.  ...  24  ■ 

XXVI.  The  Anglo-American  Sabbath,   32  ■ 
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XXVII.  The  Anglo-American  Sabbath. — German,   32  pages. 

XXVIII.  The  Sabbath  and  Free  Institutions — German,   16  " 

XXIX.  The  Sabbath  and  Free  Institutions,  20  ". 

XXX.  The  Eighth  Year  of  the  New-York  Sabbath  Commit- 
tee,     20  " 

XXXI.  The  Ninth  Year  of  the  New-York  Sabbath  Committee,  12  " 
XXXII.  An  Appeal  to  Germans  in  Behalf  of  the  Sunday- 
Clause  in  the  Excise  Law  of  1866,   16  " 

XXXIII.  An  Appeal  to  G  ermans,  etc. — German,   16  " 

XXXIV.  The  Tenth  Year  of  the  New-York  Sabbath  Committee,  32  " 

§ 


These  Documents  were  circulated,  in  many  thousands  of 
copies,  all  over  the  country  and  in  Europe.  Documents  xxvi., 
xxvii.,  viii.,  and  parts  of  others,  have  been  republished  by  the 
American  Tract  Society,  and  in  Germany  and  Switzerland. 

2.  A'  volume  of  Sermons  on  the  History,  Authority,  Duties, 
Benefits,  and  Civil  Relations  of  the  Christian  Sabbath,  preached 
by  prominent  ministers  of  New- York  at  the  request  of  the 
Committee,  and  published  by  the  Carters,  1863,  which  has  had 
a  large  sale. 

3.  Gilfillan  s  work  on  the  Sabbath,  1863,  of  which  over 
ten  thousand  copies  have  been  distributed  gratuitously  among 
the  pastors  of  the  Presbyterian,  Baptist,  Methodist,  Protestant 
Episcopal,  Congregational,  and  other  denominations,  mainly  by 
special  donations. 

4.  In  connection  with  these  publications  should  also  be  men- 
tioned several  Sabbath  Leaflets  and  Statistical  Tables, 
from  two  to  four  pages  each,  and  a  very  large  number  of  arti- 
cles prepared  from  time  to  time  for  the  secular  and  religious 
papers  of  the  city  in  defense  of  the  interests  of  the  civil  and 
sacred  Sabbath,  many  of  which  had  great  effect  on  public  opin- 
ion at  critical  junctures  of  the  Sabbath  question. 

THE  NEW  METROPOLITAN  EXCISE  LAW. 

This  law  is  unquestionably  a  most  important  result  gained  for 
*  the  Sabbath  cause  in  this  city,  and  if  faithfully  and  judiciously 
executed,  it  will  act  a^  an  effectual  check  upon  Sabbath  dese- 
cration. It  is  confidently  believed  by  many  of  our  best  citizens 
that  no  more  useful  and  wholesome  law  concerning  public 
morals  has  been  enacted  for  the  metropolis  by  the  Legislature 
for  many  years  past,  and  this  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the 
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comparative  statistics  of  crime  under  the  old  and  new  sys- 
tems.* The  Sunday  liquor  and  beer  traffic  has  proved,  in  all 
countries,  to  be  the  most  fruitful  source  of  vice,  pauperism,  and 
taxation,  and  a  law  which  effectually  stops  this  traffic  on  that 
day,  must  confer  a  corresponding  benefit  on  the  community  by 
encouraging  and  training  the  intemperate  and.  careless  to  habits 
of  sobriety,  order,  and  virtue. 

The  Excise  Law  of  1866,  known  as  "An  Act  to  regulate  (he  sale 
of  Intoxicating  Liquors  within  the  Metropolitan  Police  District  of 
the  State  of  New-York"  met  the  desires  and  demands  of  a  large 
class  of  citizens,  who  represent  various  interests.  It  is  no  party 
measure,  but  stands  on  the  broad  ground  of  the  public  weal,  and 
has  received  general  approbation  and  support  from  the  friends  of 
religion  and  the  moral  order  and  prosperity  of  the  city. 

The  Sabbath  Committee  have  entertained  the  opinion  for 
years,  and  expressed  it  in  Doc.  No.  5,  and  in  the  last  two 
Annual  Keports,  that  the  Sabbath,  could  not  be  properly  pro- 
tected without  a  law  effectually  suppressing  the  Sunday  liquor 
and  beer  traffic,  and  that  the  proper  place  for  such  a  law  should 
be  in  a  general  excise  act.  Kepeated  efforts  were  made  to  that 
end,  but  without  success.  Approved  by  the  Senate,  the  pro- 
posed bills  were  generally  killed  in  the  Assembly,  or  died  in 
the  hands  of  a  committee. 

In  the  mean,  time  matters  grew  worse  and  worse  in  the  city. 
The  old  Excise  Law  of  1857,  and  the  city  ordinance  of  1855, 
which  prohibited  the  Sunday  liquor  and  beer  traffic,  for  various 
reasons,  became  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute-book.  In  1865 
there  were  in  the  Metropolitan  Police  District  not  less  than 
025C  liquor  and  beer-selling  establishments,  of  which  only  754 
were  licensed,  while  about  8500  carried  on  their  traffic  with  im- 
punity, in  open  violation  of  the  law.  Over  200  of  these  un- 
licensed grog-shops  were  "  Concert  Saloons,''  so  called,  which 
employed  about  twelve  hundred  girls  of  ill  repute  as  waiters. 
Many  of  these  saloons  in  the  most  frequented  parts  of  Broad- 
way were  crowded  on  Sabbath  evenings,  and  effected  the  ruin 
of  thousands  of  young  men  and  women. 

But  the  crisis  of  the  disease,  was  the  beginning  of  the  cure. 
A  new  bill,  which  contained  1  lie  legal  remedy,  was  introduced 

*  See  pa^e  22,  and  the  Appendix  to  Documents  xxii.  and  xxxiii. 


into  the  Legislature,  and  after  being  subjected  to  a  few  amend- 
ments, it  passed  that  body  April  16th,  1866.  It  required  the 
most  strenuous  and  persevering  efforts  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill  to  overcome  the  powerful  opposition,  especially  to  the 
Sunday  clause. 

This  new  Excise  Law  differs  from  former  Excise  Laws  not  in 
spirit  and  aim,  but  in  simplicity,  consistency,  and  efficiency.  It 
creates  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Health  a  Board  of  Excise,  with 
the  sole  power  to  grant  licenses  for  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors, 
ale,  and  beer,  to  persons  of  good  moral  character,  under  suitable 
restrictions,  which  are  deemed  necessary  to  protect  the  health, 
order,  and  welfare  of  the  city,  and  to  prevent  some  of  the  worst 
abuses  of  the  liquor  traffic.  The  most  important  among  these 
restrictions,  and  the  one  for  which  the  Sabbath  Committee  was 
led  to  take  such  an  active  interest  in  the  whole  subject,  is  the  , 
total  prohibition  of  the  liquor  and  beer  traffic  from  Saturday 
midnight  till  sunrise  on  Monday.  This  is  done  in  the  Sunday 
Clause,  Section  14th,  which  reads  as  follows : 

"  All  persons  licensed  as  herein  provided  shall  keep  the  places  at  which 
they  are  so  licensed  to  keep,  sell,  give,  and  dispose  of  strong  and  spirituous 
liquors,  wines,  ale,  and  beer,  orderly  and  quiet,  and  between  the  hours  of 
twelve  o'clock  at  night  and  sunrise,  and  on  Sundays,  coinpletcly  and  effectually 
closed.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  hotels  from 
receiving  and  otherwise  entertaining  the  traveling  public  upon  Sundays, 
subject  to  the  restrictions  contained  in  this  section." 

EXECUTION  OF  THE  LAW. 

The  law  went  into  operation  on  the  first  of  May,  1866.  On 
the  four  Sundays  during  the  month  of  May  the  number  of  ar- 
rests for  intoxication  and  disorderly  conduct  was  257,  as  against 
503  on  the  corresponding  Sundays  of  1865,  showing  a  decrease 
of  246.  On  the  four  Sundays  -in  June,  1866,  the  number  of 
arrests  was  255,  as  against  575  in  1865,  a  net  reduction  of  320. 
The  contrast  of  the  order  and  quiet  of  the  Sabbath  with  the 
desecration  caused  by  the  unrestrained  liquor  and  beer  traffic 
was  most  striking.  In  the  language  of  the  official  report  of  the 
Board  of  Metropolitan  Police  for  1866  : 

"  During  the  brief  period  in  May  and  June  last,  and  while  the  law  could  be 
enforced,  citizens  of  all  parties,  classes,  and,  creeds  saw,  for  the  first  time  in 
many  years,  our  metropolis  enjoying  the  Christian  Sabbath,  substantially 
undesecrated  by  drunkenness  and  disorderly  proceedings." 
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OPPOSITION  TO  THE  LAW. 

But  a  law  which  was  so  severe  upon  popular  vices,  called 
forth  the  most  bitter  abuse  of  the  enemies  of  temperance  and  an 
orderly  Sunday.  It  was  denounced  as  tyrannical,  fanatical,  and 
contrary  to  the  Constitution  and  the  spirit  of  the  age. 

The  opposition  w^is  especially  strong  on  the  part  of  the  for- 
eign population,  which,  in  1860,  numbered  in  the  city  nearly  one 
•  half— namely,  383,717  out  of  813,669— of  the  total  population. 
The  Germans  in  New- York  and  the  immediate  neighborhood 
were  thrown  into  general  commotion  by  a  law  which  disturbed 
their  custom  oft*  spending  Sunday  afternoons  in  the  numerous 
lager-beer  saloons  of  the  city  and  vicinity.  Misguided  by  their 
press,  the  majority  of  the  foreign  Germans  are  filled  with  preju- 
dice against  the  Christian  institutions  and  customs  of  America. 
Many  of  them  mistake  liberty  for  licentiousness,  and  confound 
religion  with  priestcraft,  hypocrisy,  and  tyrann}'.  The  nume- 
rous German  secular  papers,  both  daily  and  weekly,  are  mostly 
controlled  by  avowed  infidels,  and  pander  to  the  lowest  tastes 
and  appetites  of  their  readers.  One  of  them  winds  up  a  series  of 
recent  editorials  with  the  following  conclusion:  "Equality  of 
rights  for  all !  No  caste  of  priests  !  Either  abolish  the  observ- 
ance of  Sunday  as  a  public  institution  altogether,  or  close  the 
churches  on  Sunday*." 

Unfortunately  there  is  no  metropolitan  organ  in  the  German 
language  to  check  this  mischievous  element,  and  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  better  class  of  Germans  in  New- York  and  its 
vicinity. 

Emboldened  by  the  great  advantage  of  the  press,  the  enemies 
of  the  law  spoke  and  acted  as  if  they  represented  the  entire 
German  population  of  the  city.  A  noisy  mass-meeting,  claim- 
ing to  represent  175  societies,  was  held  June  4th,  1^66,  on 
Union  Square,  and,  amidst  an  abundance  of  smoke  and  lager, 
flaming  speeches  were  delivered  in  German,  French,  and  Eng- 
lish against  all  Sunday  laws  as  utterly  inconsistent  with  the 
Federal  Constitution  and  the  spirit  of  the  age. 

The  German  opposition  to  the  Sandav  clause  found  considcr- 
able  sympathy  among  those  of  our  native  citizens  who  think 
that  lager-beer  ought  to  be  exempted  from  the  Sunday  pro 
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hibition  and  generally  encouraged  as  a  harmless  substitute  for. 
intoxicating  drinks.  These  sympathizers  do  not  consider  than 
beer  is  as  great  a  disturber  of  the  order  and  quiet  of  the  Sab- 
bath as  whisky ;  that  the  authorized  sale  of  it  on  Sunday 
would  be  but  the  entering  wedge  for  the  sale  of  every  other 
kind  of  intoxicating  beverage ;  that  the  law  can  make  no  dis- 
tinction between  different  nationalities;  and  that  the  better  class 
of  Germans  themselves  regard  the  lager-beer  mania  of  their 
countrymen,  especially  on  the  Sabbath  day,  as  a  disgrace  and  a 
nuisance  which  ought  to  be  removed  or  checked  for  the  credit  * 
of  the  Grerman  name. 

TEMPORARY  SUSPENSION  OF  THE  LAW. 

A  few  weeks  after  the  law  was  enforced,  its  enemies  sue-  - 
ceeded,  by  the  help  of  the  local  courts,  in  defeating  its  object, 
at  least  for  several  months.  On  the  21st  of  Juno,  Judge  Car- 
dozo declared  the  Excise  Law  unconstitutional,  and  Eecorder 
Hackett  sustained  this  decision,  July  5th.  Injunctions  were 
issued  by  J udge  Cardozo  and  others  in  favor  of  854  liquor- 
dealers  against  the  Board  of  Excise. 

Consequently  the  law  was  suspended  in  July  last.  The  re- 
sult was  at  once  shown  in  the  rapid  increase  of  arrests  for  in- 
toxication and  disorderly  conduct.  The  excesses  of  intempe- 
rance and  Sabbath  desecration  which  followed  were  as  painful 
to  every  friend  of  order  and  good  morals. as  the  restraint  of  these 
vices  during  the  months  of  May  and  June  had  been  pleasing 
and  encouraging. 

THE  LAW  SUSTAINED. 

Appeal  was  taken  by  the  parties  in  litigation  from  the  lower 
to  the  higher  courts,  and  the  result  was  a  triumphant  success  for 
the  cause  of  temperance  and  the  Sabbath. 

On  the  sixth  of  September,  1866,  the  Supreme  Court  of 
New- York,  Justice  Barnard  presiding,  reversed  the  opinion 
of  Judge  Cardozo,  and  decided,  among  other  points,  "that  the 
Legislature  had  the  power  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  liquor  on 
Sunday." 

On  the  last  of  December,  1866,  the  Court  of  Appeals  un- 
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animously  sustained  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  pro- 
nounced the  Excise  Law  constitutional  in  all  its  provisions. 

The  effect  of  these  decisions  can  not  be  easily  over-estimated 
in  a  country  where  law  is  supreme. 

Judge  Wright,  who  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  after  stating  the  facts  in  the  several  cases  which  were 
brought  before  the  Court,  involving  the  question  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  Excise  Law  of  1866,  and  after  giving  a  full 
synopsis  of  the  provisions  of  this  law,  goes  on  to  say  : 

"  At  no  time  in  the  history  of  the  State  have  we  been  without  excise  laws, 
nor  has  the  authority  of  the  Legislature  to  control,  regulate,  and  prohibit  the 
sale  of  spirituous  and  intoxicating  liquors  been  questioned.  The  statute 
which  the  appellants  have  violated,  and  which  they  claim  to  be  in  conflict 
with  the  Constitution,  is  a  more  liberal  excise  law  than  that  which  it  super- 
sedes, and  which  now  prevails  in  the  State,  outside  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
District,  or  any  general  law  since  the  organization  of  the  government,  as  a 
part  of  its  police  system,  regulating,  restraining,  and  prohibiting  the  traffic 
in  intoxicating  drinks.  This  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  course  of  legis- 
lation on  a  subject  of  so  great  public  concern.  The  policy  inaugurated  at  a 
very  early  period  was  to  prohibit  sales  of  intoxicating  liquor  in  small  quan- 
tities, except  by  license,  to  prescribe  the  persons  to  whom  licenses  might  be 
granted,  and  to  direct  when  and  how  the  traffic  should  be  conducted." 

The  Judge  theu  reviews  the  former  excise  laws,  especially 
that  of  1857,  which  is  still  in  force  throughout  the  State,  except 
in  the  Metropolitan  Police  District,  and  shows  that  this  is  even 
more  stringent  than  the  Excise  Act  of  1866.  In  conclusion  he 
administers  a  deserved  rebuke  to  those  local  judges  who  stretch 
their  power  to  nullify  a  good  law  because  it  interferes  with  the 
interests  and  appetites  of  a  certain  class  of  the  people. 

ATTEMPTS  fO  REPEAL  THE  LAW. 

Having  failed  in  the  legal  contest,  the  enemies  of  the  law 
made  every  exertion  during  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  to 
effect  its  repeal,  or  to  secure  such  a  modification  as  would  make 
it  worthless  for  the  public  good.  The  German  opposition  in- 
sisted especially  on  the  reduction  of  the  license  fee  for  lager- 
beer  saloons,  and  on  the  omission  or  essential  modification  of 
the  Sunday  clause. 

But  such  was  the  favorable  working  of  the  law  during  the 
short  period  of  its  trial,  and  such  the  power  of  public  opi- 
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nion  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  that 
all  the  efforts  of  the  opposition  failed. 

The  Senate,  with  but  one  dissenting  voice,  passed  a  bill 
to  apply  the  Metropolitan  Excise  Law  to  the  whole  State.  A 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  Towns  and  Counties  in  the  As- 
sembly recommended,  among  a  few  unimportant  changes,  that 
the  taverns  should  be  closed  only  between  one  and  four  o'clock 
AM. ,  instead  of  from  twelve  till  sunrise ;  but  they  expressly 
retained  the  Sunday  clause  as  it  is,  so  that,  even  if  the  amendments 
reported  had  passed  the  two  houses,  and  received  the  signa- 
ture of  the  Governor,  the  enemies  of  the  Sabbath  would  have 
gained  nothing. 

The  Excise  Law,  therefore,  remains  unchanged  for  another 
year,  and  commands  now  in  all  its  essential  features  a  large  ma- 
jority in  the  Legislature.  Considering  the  extent  and  strength 
of  the  opposition,  this  triumph  of  the  Sunday  cause  is  truly 
surprising,  and  could  only  be  secured  by  a  corresponding  zeal 
and  energy  of  the  friends  of  the  law. 

GERMAN  DEMONSTRATIONS,  IN  FAVOR  OF  THE  EXCISE  LAW. 

While  the  fate  of  the  Excise  Law  was  pending,  it  was  of 
vital  importance  to  break  the  force  of  the  German  opposition  to 
the  law,  and  to  rally  the  better  class  of  Germans  in  its  sup- 
port.   This  wras  effectually  done. 

There  are  a  great  many  sober,  industrious,  and  intelligent 
Germans  in  the  city,  who,  either  from  higher  moral  and  reli- 
gious motives,  or  from  a  sense  of  decency  and  self-respect,  have 
long  since  been  disgusted  with  the  excesses  of  intemperance 
and  Sabbath  desecration,  and  think  it  high  time  to  check  them. 
This  can  only  be  done  by  a  law  which  makes  the  Sabbath- 
breakers  respect  the  customs  of  the  country,  and  causes  them 
to  pause  and  reflect. 

The  Germans  have  a  high  idea  of  home  life,  and'  can  not  be 
blind  to  the  good  effect  of  the  Excise  Law  upon  the  happiness 
of  their  families.  All  their  wives  and  children  must  rejoice 
over  it.  It  will  save  the  hard  earnings  of  the  week  ;  it  will  aid 
in  cultivating  domestic  affection  and  make  home  attractive. 
One  quiet  and  sober  Sunday  is  apt  to  bring  on  another,  and 
may  lead  many  to  pause  and  resolve  to  exchange  their  bad 
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habits  for  good  ones.  The  monitions  of  conscience,  the  plead- 
ing voice  of  wives,  the  winning  love  of  children,  the  pious  re- 
miniscences of  childhood,  will  combine  with  the  solemn  sound 
of  bells  to  summon  them  to  the  long-despised  churches  and 
Sunday-schools,  and  thus  bring  them  under  the  moral  influence 
of  the  Gospel,  which  can  effect  what  the  law  is  unable  to  do, 
an  inward  reformation  and  change  of  heart. 

Thus  the  Sunday  question,  by  its  close  connection  with  the 
daily  life  and  habits  of  every  citizen,  has  become  an  entering 
wedge  for  an  important  reform  movement  among  our  large  and 
growing  German  population.  It  was  in  this  population  where  the 
Committee  found  not  only  the  greatest  opposition  and  obstruc- 
tion to  their  work,  but  also  the  largest  field  of  usefulness.  For 
to  break  the  force  and  to  diminish  the  amount  of  Sabbath  dese- 
cration is  helping  to  the  same  extent  the  cause  of  religion  and 
sound  morals.  No  other  society  has  been  able  so  far  to  rally 
the  more  serious  class  of  Germans  for  concerted  action  on  any 
question  of  public  interest.  The  German  denominations  and 
churches  of  the  city  never  meet  or  work  in  common  ;  and  the 
pastors  are  embarrassed  by  the  undisputed  sway  of  the  infidel 
press,  which  is  ever  ready  to  cast  contempt  and  ridicule  upon 
any  movement  of  a  religious  character.  But  the  Sabbath  Com- 
mittee have  succeeded  repeatedly  in  bringing  these  pastors  and 
congregations  together  for  common  protection  and  public  acts 
of  testimony  to  the  proper  observance  of  the  Lord's  Day,  when- 
ever it  was  endangered  by  their  own  countrymen.  This  united 
testimony  has  exerted  a  great  power  for  their  own  good  and  the 
gooc1  of  the  county,  and  has  been  felt  even  in  Germany. 

On  this  occasion  the  Committee  published,  in  January  last,  an 
earnest,  yet  moderate  and  affectionate  "Appeal  to  Ghpnans  in 
behalf  of  the  Sunday  Clause  in  the  Excise  Laiv."  Of  this  docu- 
ment five  German  and  four  Knglish  editions  have  been  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  Metropolitan  District  within  a  few 
months.  It  was  eagerly  receive.!,  widely  noticed  in  newspapem, 
discussed  in  every  tavern,  and  helped  to  create  a  favorable  re- 
action. It  also  opened  the  eyes  of  many  Knglish  sympathizers, 
who  did  not  reflect  upon  the  bearing  of  an  exemption  in  favor 
of  lager-beer  upon  the  main  question  at  issue. 
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GERMAN  SABBATH  MEETINGS. 

Another  and  still  more  effective  measure  was  a  series  of 
German  Mass  Meetings,  which  were  held  during  last  winter 
in  New- York,  Williamsburg,  and  Brooklyn,  in  support  of  the 
Sunday  clause  of  the  Excise  Law.  Although  the  secular  Ger- 
man press  was  a  solid  phalanx  against  the  law,  and  abused  the 
Sabbath  Committee  in  unmeasured  terms,  these  meetings  were 
very  large  and  enthusiastic,  and  represented  all  classes  of  Ger- 
mans, without  distinction  of  creed  or  party,  who  committed 
themselves  in  the  strongest  terms  to  the  American  custom  of 
Sabbath  observance. 

The  first  of  these  Sabbath  meetings  was  held  in  the  large 
hall  of  Cooper  Institute,  January  27th,  1867;  and  was  attended 
by  1700  to  2000  persons,  including  many  of  the  leading  Ameri- 
can and  German  clergymen  and  laymen  on  the  platform.  Mr. 
A.  F.  Ockershausen.  presided.  Addresses  were  made  by  Dr. 
Schaff,  Kev.  Eob.  Neumann,  Kev.  A.  C.  Wedekind,  Mr. 
Gustav  Schwab,  in  the  German  language,  and  by  Dr.  W.  D. 
Poor,  of  Newark,  in  English. 

The  second  meeting  assembled  February  17th,  at  Williams- 
burg, in  the  German  Presbyterian  church  in  Leonard  Street,  and 
was  addressed  by  the  Eev.  John  Neander,  Eev.  John  Bank, 
Dr.  E.  S.  Porter,  Dr.  Schaff,  and  Dr.  Schubert.  Although 
the  enemies  of  the  law  appeared  in  large  force,  and  threatened 
to  disturb  the  assembly,  it  passed  off  in  good  order. 

The  third  meeting  took  place  in  the  Plymouth  Church, 
Brooklyn,  April  28th,  and  attracted  an  unusual  degree  of  in- 
terest, as  appears  from  the  full  reports  of  all  the  New-York  and 
Brooklyn  papers  on  Monday  following.  The  exercises  con- 
sisted, besides  singing  and  prayer,  and  some  introductory  re- 
marks by  Dr.  Schaff,  of  two  excellent  and  appropriate  German 
addresses  by  the  Eev.  Edmund  de  Schweinitz,  of  Bethlehem, 
Pa.,  and  E.  W.  Eaymond,  Esq.,  of  Brooklyn,  and  an  eloquent 
English  speech  by  the  Eev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  in  behalf 
of  Sunday  observance  and  temperance. 

All  these  meetings  were  remarkably  successful,  and  had  a 
happy  moral  effect,  which  was  carried  by  the  secular  and  reli- 
gious press  throughout  the  country,  and  even  to  Germanv  and 
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Switzerland.  The  political  effect  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact 
that  the  attempts  to  repeal  the  Sunday  clause  of  the  Excise 
Law  utterly  failed  in  the  Legislature. 

The  sense  of  these  German  Sabbath  meetings  is  embodied  in 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  at 
the  meeting  in  New- York,  the  whole  assembly  solemnly  ris- 
ing: 

Whereas,  The  Excise  Law,  passed  by  the  last  Legislature,  has  been  unani- 
mously sustained  in  all  its  provisions  by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  oi  the 
State  as  constitutional  and  entirely  consistent  with  previous  legislation  ;  and. 
whereas,  this  law  is  now  violently  assailed  by  many,  especially  on  account  of 
its  prohibition  of  the  Sunday  liquor  traffic  ; 

Therefore,  We,  German  citizens  of  Xew-York,  from  all  parties  and  classes  of 
society,  feel  it  our  duty,  in  behalf  of  ourselves,  our  families,  and  the  honor  of 
the  German  name,  at  this  critical  juncture  in  the  history  of  the  Sabbath 
question,  to  take  the  following  action  with  regard  to  said  law : 

Resolved,  That  we  solemnly  reiterate  and  indorse  the  sentiments  and  reso- 
lutions expressed  in  similar  German  mass  meetings  of  18o9,  1861,  18G5,  and 
1S66,  in  this  city,  in  favor  of  the  proper  observance  of  Sunday,  and  recog- 
nize a  quiet  Sunday  as  one  of  the  most  important  and  beneficent  institutions 
of  a  Christian  country,  which  lies  at  the  base  of  public  worship,  domestic  hap- 
piness, private  virtue,  and  national  freedom  and  prosperity. 

Resolved,  That,  enjoying  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  free  citizens,  we  re- 
gard it  as  our  duty  to  uphold  the  laws  and  institutions  of  the  country,  especially 
also  the  national  custom  of  a  Christian  observance  of  Sunday,  which,  from 
the  first  settlement  of  the  country,  has  exerted  a  powerful  influence  in  form- 
ing the  political,  moral,  and  religious  character  of  the  nation,  and  without 
which  our  political  and  religious  freedom  would  soon  degenerate  into  licen- 
tiousness and  anarchy. 

Resolved,  That,  with  the  vast  majority  of  our  American  fellow-citizens,  we 
cordially  approve  of  the  new  Metropolitan  Excise  Law  as  a  wholesome  and 
necessary  restraint  upon  the  evils  of  intemperance  and  Sabbath  profanation, 
and  demand  for  it  a  fair  trial,  in  the  full  conviction  that,  according  to  the  ex- 
perience of  the  last  few  Sundays,  it  will,  by  its  fruits,  fully  justify  itself  to 
all  the  friends  of  order  and  good  morals,  even  among  those  who  are  now  op- 
posed or  indifferent  to  it. 

MORAL  EFFECT  OF  THE  SUNDAY  CLAUSE. 

The  Excise  law  having  been  sustained  by  the  highest  judicial 
tribunal  of  the  State,  the  Metropolitan  Police  carried  it  again 
into  effect  from  the  second  Sunday  in  January,  1867,  with  the 
same  advantageous  results  as  in  May  and  June  of  last  year. 
The  following  table  is  from  the  records  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police : 
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Number  of  arrests  for  intoxication  and  disorderly  conduct : 


On  three  Sundays  in  January,  I860,  under  the  old  system,  266 

On  three  Sundays  in  January,  1367,  under  the  new  law,   130 

Net  reduction,   136 

On  four  Sundays  in  February,  1866,  under  the  old  system   402 

On  four  Sundays  in  February,  1867,  under  the  new  law,   320 

Net  reduction,   82 

On  four  Sundays  in  March,  1866,  under  the  old  system,   474 

On  four  Sundays  in  March,  1867,  under  the  new  law,   258 

Net  reduction,   216 

On  four  Sundays  in  April,  1866,  under  the  old  system,   584 

On  four  Sundays  in  April,  1867,  under  the  new  law,'.   300 

Net  reduction,   284 

Total  reduction  on  15  Sundays  in  1867,   718 


The  Metropolitan  Police  authorities  declare  that,  during  the 
same  period,  their  work  on  Sunday  has  been  diminished 
more  than  one  half.  Nor  is  this  all.  The  decrease  of  drunken- 
ness and  crime  implies  also  a  decrease  of  pauperism  and  taxa- 
tion. An  effective  check  upon  rowdyism  and  vice  on  Sundays 
makes  its  influence  felt  through  the  whole  week,  saves  to  the 
laboring  man  his  hard  earnings,  and  adds  to  the  comfort  and 
happiness  of  his  family.  Many  have  already  been  converted 
to  the  Excise  Law  by  these  practical  arguments.  A  German 
working-man  who  used  to  spend  his  Sundays  in  the  beer 
saloons,  on  being  asked  recently  on  a  Monday  "how  he  felt," 
replied:  "Very  well;  I  have  no  headache  to-day,  and  no 
black  ej^es.  I  have  my  pocket  full  of  money,  and  can  com- 
fortably support  my  family  during  the  week."  A  large  German 
manufacturer  says  that  since  the  enforcement  of  the  Excise  Law 
his  employees  come  to  the  shop  early  on  Monday  morning,  in 
good  health  and  spirits,  while  before  they  came  late,  half  drunk 
and  unfit  for  work.  At  first,  they  abused  the  law,  but  now 
they  feel  the  benefit  and  are  contented  with  it.  All .  the 
churches  are  gainers  by  such  a  state  of  things.   The  Superin- 
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tendent  of  the  New- York  City  Mission  and  Tract  Society  states 
that  "  this  law  is  sending  men  by  the  score  to  our  mission  sta- 
tions who  never  came  before.7' 

The  law  is  the  only  restraint  upon  those  who  are  inaccessi- 
ble to  moral  suasion  and  the  voice  of  sober  reason.  It  is  still 
a  schoolmaster  that  leads  men  to  Christ.  There  is  a  majesty 
attached  to  it  that  even  the  evil-doer  must  respect  and  fear. 
"  Of  law,"  says  a  great  English  divine,  (Richard  Hooker,) 
':  there  can  be  no  less  acknowledged  than  that  her  seat  is  in  the 
bosom  of  God,  her  voice  the  harmony  of  the  world ;  all  things 
in  heaven  and  earth  do  her  homage,  the  very  least  as  feeling 
her  care,  and  the  greatest  as  not  exempted  from  her  power ; 
both  angels  and  men  and  creatures,  of  what  condition  soever, 
though  each  in  different  sort  and  manner,  yet  all,  with  uniform 
consent,  admiring  her  as  the  mother  of  their  peace  and  joy." 

The  Board  of  Excise,  in  their  first  report  to  the  Legislature, 
state  that,  u  since  the  decision  by  the  Court  of  Appeals,  there  has 
been  manifested  a  general  disposition  to  conform  to  the  law ;  and 
that  rowdyism  and  drunkenness  have  largely  decreased.''  The 
Report  concludes  with  the  opinion  that  "the  fair  observance  of 
this  act  will  result  in  diminishing  scenes  of  violence  and  the 
number  of  offenses,  in  promoting  order,  and  adding  to  the  se- 
curity of  life  and  property  by  restraining  the  influences  which 
imperil  both,  and  by  securing  at  least  an  exterior  decency  in 
the  public  streets  after  midnight,  and  particularly  on  the 
Sabbath." 

In  addition  to  the  favorable  moral  results,  tax-payers  will 
appreciate  the  great  fiscal  gain  of  the  city  from  the  new  Excise 
Law.  The  total  number  of  licenses  issued  under  this  law  dur- 
ing the  year  1866  was  6779,  (5203  in  New-York,  1478  in 
Kings  county,  71  in  Queens  count}^  and  29  in  Richmond 
county,)  and  the  cash  received  therefor  amounted  to  no  less 
than  $1,283,854,  besides  $11,594  for  fines,  while  the  licenses 
issued  under  the  old  system  in  1864  yielded  only  $12,450. 
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THE  TENTH  ANNIVERSARY. 

The  Tenth  Anniversary  of  the  Committee  was  celebrated  be- 
fore a  large  and  deeply  interested  audience  on  April  28th,  1867, 
in  the  Collegiate  Reformed  Dutch  church  on  Fifth  Avenue. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Chambers  conducted  the  devotional  exercises. 

Mr.  Norman  White,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  from 
its  organization  to  the  present  date,  after  alluding  to  former 
ineffectual  efforts  to  check  the  growing  evil  of  Sabbath  desecra- 
tions, presented  a  brief  survey  of  the  history  of  the  Sabbath  in 
New -York  during  the  last  ten  years.  He  stated  that  in  1857  ten 
thousand  places  of  business  were  regularly  open  on  the  Sab- 
bath, besides  numerous  theatres  and  dance-houses  ;  that  frequent 
parades  and  processions  blocked  up  the  streets  and  the  access 
to  churches  on  that  day,  and  that  some  five  hundred  news- 
boys were  crying  the  Sunday  and  daily  papers  just  before  and 
during  the  hours  of  worship.  These  open  and  shameless  viola- 
tions of  the  Sunday  laws  led  to  the  formation  of  a  Committee 
of  twenty  laymen  to  form  a  Society  for  the  protection  of  the 
Sabbath.  He  paid  a  just  tribute  to  the  clergy,  the  leaders  of 
the  press,  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 
for  their  efficient  aid  and  cooperation  in  suppressing  these  and 
many  other  abuses,  and  restoring  the  quiet  and  order  which  we 
now  enjoy  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  gave  an  account  of  an  interesting 
German  Sabbath  meeting  in  Plymouth  Church,  Brooklyn,  from 
which  he  had  just  returned,  and  showed  from  official  figures 
and  facts  the  happy  moral  effects  of  the  recent  suppression  of 
the  Sunday  liquor  and  beer  traffic  within  the  Metropolitan 
Police  District. 

The  Rev.  H.  D.  Ganse  then  made  a  forcible  and  pointed 
practical  address  on  the  general  work  of  the  Committee,  the  re- 
forms already  accomplished,  the  necessity  of  maintaining '  the 
ground  conquered  from  the  enemy,  and  the  disastrous  conse- 
quences which  would  follow  a  relaxation  of  organized  effort  in 
defense  of  the  Lord's  Day. 

Dr.  Thomas  S.  Hastings  followed  with  a  graphic  picture  of 
Continental  Sabbath  desecration,  and  an  earnest  plea  in  be- 
half of  the  Anglo-American  Sabbath,  as  our  peculiar  inheri- 
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tance,  and  the  necessary  safeguard  of  our  civil  and  religious 
institutions. 

Dr.  Robert  Patterson,  of  Chicago,  concluded  with  a  vigor- 
ous speech,  in  which  he  contrasted  the  quiet  and  orderly  Sabbath 
of  New-York  with  the  flagrant  desecration  in  the  metropolis  of 
the  West.  Chicago  was  now,  he  said,  on  this  question  just 
where  New- York  was  ten  years  ago,  and  would  soon  lose  every 
vestige  of  the  American  Sabbath,  unless  similar  efforts  were 
made  to  arrest  the  current  of  desecration.  His  speech  was  the 
best  indirect  argument  for  the  necessity  of  a  Sabbath  Com- 
mittee. 

The  audience,  having  listened  with  close  attention  till  nearly 
ten  o'clock,  were  dismissed  with  the  benediction  by  Dr.  Cham- 
bers. 

SABBATH  MOVEMENTS  IX  OTHER  STATES. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  Sabbath  agitation  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  during  the  last  year,  and  the  New- York 
Sabbath  Committee  receive  constant  applications  from  abroad 
for  advice  and  documents. 

In  the  large  cities  of  the  Union  there  is  a  serious  conflict 
going  on  between  the  Anglo-American  theory  and  custom  of 
Sabbath  observance  and  the  Continental  European.  The  one 
is  based  upon  the  primitive  Sabbath  of  creation  and  the  autho- 
rity and  perpetuity  of  the  fourth  commandment,  as  an  essential 
part  of  the  decalogue,  of  which  Christ  has  said,  "I  am  not 
come  to  destroy,  but  to  fulfill ;  "  the  other  regards  this  com- 
mandment as  abolished,  and  turns  Christian  Sunday,  the  com- 
memoration day  of  the  risen  Saviour,  more  or  less  into  a  day 
of  secular  amusement.  By  the  large  and  increasing  number 
of  foreign-born  citizens,  brought  up  in  views  and  habits  differ- 
ent from  our  own,  the  Continental  theory  and  practice  has  be- 
come a  mbhty  social  power  in  our  cities,  and  threatens  to  over- 
throw our  Sunday  laws  and  to  sweep  away  the  American  Sab- 
bath, unless  organized  effort  is  made  to  avert  this  danger, 
t  We  regret  that  space  will  not  permit  us  to  insert  letters  from 
the  Rev.  Dr.  George  Junkin,  of  Philadelphia,  the  Rev.  Geo. 
P.  Nice,  of  Baltimore,  the  R  v.  Dr.  Robert  PATTERSOir,  of 
Chicago,  th'e  Rev.  James  P.  Ludlow,  of  San  Fraqciaoo,  and 
other  zealous  friends  of  the  Sabbath  cause,  giving  interesting 
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information  on  the  recent  agitation  and  present  aspect  of  the 
Sabbath  question  in  their  respective  cities  and  States.  But  we 
shall  notice  a  few  facts. 

In  Pennsylvania,  the  Sabbath  is  well  protected  by  legisla- 
tion from  the  time  of  William  Penn,  who  in  his  charter  of 
rights,  drawn  up  and  signed  in  England,  May  5th,  1682,  gua- 
ranteed and  commanded  cessation  from  ordinary  toil  and  labor 
on  Sunday,  and  embodied  this  provision  in  his  "  Great  Law," 
enacted  at  Chester,  Pa.,  December  7th,  1682.  The  highest  ju- 
dicial tribunals  have  always  held  that  Christianity  is  part  of  the 
common  law,  and  underlies  all  statutory  legislation  whether  or- 
ganic or  municipal,  and  that  the  Sabbath  is  an  essential  part 
of  Christianity.  This  ground  was  reaffirmed  last  year  by  Judge 
Strong,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  in  his  impor- 
tant decision  on  the  injunction  granted  to  restrain  the  Philadel- 
phia horse-cars  from  running  on  Sunday.  "  Christianity,"  he 
says,  "  is  a  part  of  the  common  law  of  this  State,  [of  Pennsyl- 
vania.] It  was  ■  part  of  the  common  law  of  England  long  be- 
fore this  State  was  settled.  .  .  .  But  if  Christianity  is  a  part  of 
the  common  law,  it  carries  with  it  a  civil  obligation  to  abstain 
on  the  Lord's  Day  from  all  labor  and  business,  except  works 
of  necessity  and  mercy.  Christianity  without  the  Sabbath 
would  be  no  Christianity." 

The  question  of  the  running  of  the  horse-cars  in  Philadel- 
phia created  a  great  deal  of  excitement  during  last  winter.  A 
bill  to  submit  this  question  to  the  vote  of  the  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia was  lost  in  the  Senate  by  a  majority  of  two.  But  the 
agitation  will  no  doubt  be  revived  next  season. 

Astringent  excise  law,  recently  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  went  into  operation  in  Philadelphia  May  20th, 
1867.  Like  the  New-York  law,  it  forbids  the  selling  of  liquor, 
ale,  beer,  etc.,  from  midnight  to  sunrise,  and  during  the  entire 
Sabbath  Day. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Junkin  acknowledges  the  services  rendered 
to  the  Sabbath  cause  in  Pennsylvania  by  the  Documents  of 
the  New-York  Sabbath  Committee,  especially  Nos.  XXXII. 
and  XXXIIL,  which  have  been  extensively  distributed  by 
him  among  the  members  of  the  Legislature  and- their,  con- 
stituents. 
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In  Baltimore,  a  Society  for  the  Protection  of  the  Sabbath 
was  formed  with  William  Woodword,  Esq.,  as  chairman- 
They  were  successful  in  every  thing  but  the  Sunday  car  ques- 
tion, which,  by  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  vote  of  the  people  of  Baltimore,  and  decided 
against  them,  April  10th,  1867,  by  a  vote  of  11,039  against 
9050.  This  is  a  very  small  majority.  "Our  adversaries," 
writes  the  Kev.  Geo.  P.  NICE,  Secretary  of  the  Sabbath  Com- 
mittee, "  boasted  they  had  all  the  Germans  with  them,  and 
would  defeat  us  by  a  majority  of  from  5000  to  10,000.  They 
were  disappointed  in  both.  Many  or  most  of  the  respectable 
and  long-resident  Germans  voted  against  Sunday  cars,  and  our 
opponents  obtained  a  majority  of  but  1983." 

The  Sunday  law  which  was  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland,  and  went  into  operation  in  June,  1866,  is  much  more 
stringent  than  the  Excise  Law  of  New-York.  It  forbids  not 
only  the  liquor  and  beer  traffic  on  Sunday,  but  also  the  sale  of 
tobacco,  cigars,  candy,  soda  or  mineral  water,  cordial,  or  any 
other  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  whatsoever.  The  effect  of 
this  law  upon  the  order  of  Baltimore  is  described  as  most  salu- 
tary. "The  average  number  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  was  re- 
duced to  far  less  than  one  half ;  and  on  some  Sundays  there 
were  but  two  or  three  in  the  whole  city." 

In  Chicago,  the  Sabbath  desecration  seems  to  have  reached 
the  culminating  point.  The  laws  of  Illinois  forbid  common 
labor  on  the  Sabbath  under  a  penalty  of  twenty  dollars ;  but 
for  some  time  they  have  not  been  enforced  in  Chicago,  because 
of  the  low  state  of  public  opinion  on  the  subject  of  Sunday 
observance.  The  drinking  saloons  are  almost  universally  open, 
and  seat  twice  the  number  accommodated  in  the  churches. 
The  papers  reported  the  sale  of  743  barrels  of  beer  on  one 
Sabbath  at  the  opening  of  Cottage  Grove  City  Knihvad,  with  a 
proportionate  number  of  arrests,  riots,  homicides,  and  murders. 
The  harbor  is  alive  with  steam-tugs  and  propellers;  the  loco- 
motives are  puffing  through  the  streets;  the  news-boys  cry  the 
papers;  the  opera-house,  theatres,  and  ball-rooms  are  filled  on 
the  Sabbath  Day. 

To  legalize  this  state  of  things,  the  enemies  of  Sabbath  ob- 
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servance,  led  by  infidels,  petitioned  the  Legislature  of  Illi- 
nois, at  its  last  session,  to  repeal  all  Sabbatji  laws  as  puritani- 
cal, fanatical,  and  inconsistent  with  American  liberty.  But  this 
movement  is  checked  for  the  present  by  a  counter-movement 
under  the  lead  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
Chicago.  Numerous  petitions  and  memorials  were  poured  into 
the  Legislature,  which  adjourned  without  taking  action  on  the 
subject. 

The  matter,  therefore,  remains  undecided  for  the  present,  the 
people  having  the  law,  and  the  liquor  traffickers  the  practice,  in 
their  favor.  The  attempt  will,  no  doubt,  be  renewed  with  in- 
creased force,  but  it  is  expected  that  there  will  then  be  a  vigo- 
rous organization  to  defeat  it. 

In  San  Francisco,  a  Sabbath  Association  was  formed  for 
California  last  year,  with  the  Mayor  of  the  city  as  President. 
They  ordered  from  the  New- York  Committee  a  number  of 
Documents  and  one  hundred  copies  of  Gilfillan's  work.  They 
sent  a  traveling  agent  through  the  State,  to  organize  branch 
societies ;  they  arranged  several  mass  meetings  in  the  largest 
churches  of  San  Francisco,  and  invited  the  ministers  to  preach 
on  the  Sabbath  question  to  their  respective  congregations, 
which  was  done  on  January  27th,  1867. 

SABBATH  REFORM  IN  EUROPE. 

On  the  Continent  of  Europe  the  Sabbath  question  is  making 
some  progress,  especially  in  Prussia,  which,  by  her  recent  vic- 
tory over  Austria,  has  secured  the  supremacy  of  Protestantism 
and  progress  over  Romanism  and  stagnation  in  Germany. 

A  noble  Christian  layman  of  Prussia,  Baron  W.  VON  Kroe- 
cher,  has,  for  several  years,  devoted  much  zeal  and  energy  to 
the  spread  of  better  views.  He  published  for  gratuitous  circu- 
lation several  Sabbath  tracts,  among  which  are  also  two  of  the 
Committee's  German  Documents,  and  secured  petitions  from 
about  six  thousand  influential  persons  of  all  classes  to  the  Prus- 
sian Chambers  and  the  heads  of  government  to  set  a  good  ex- 
ample in  the  better  observance  of  the  Lord's  Day. 

Several  devoted  clergymen  in  Berlin  have  formed  societies 
for  the  better  observance  of  the  Lord's  Day  in  their  own  con- 
gregations, which  are  doing  much  good. 
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In  other  parts  of  Prussia,  in  the  kingdom  of  Wurtembkb<3>- 
and  in  several  cantons  of  Switzerland,  as  Basel,  Bern,  New- 
chatel,  similar  societies  are  in  more  or  less  active  operation. 

In  connection  with  this,  the  Sunday-School  movement, 
which  was  started  in  Germany  only  a  few  years  ago,  (1864  and 
1865,)  has  made  remarkable  progress.  There  are  now  ubout 
sixty  Sunday-schools  after  the  American  plan  in  vigorous  ope- 
ration, which  assist  in  training  a  Sabbath-loving  generation. 

We  can  not  fail  to  notice  also  an  interesting  recent  movement 
in  London  in  favor  of  a  law  similar  to  our  own  Excise  Act. 
A  crowded  public  meeting  was  held  last  winter  at  Guild  Hall, 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  presiding,  and  it  was  resolved  to 
petition  Parliament  for  the  entire  prohibition  of  the  Sunday 
liquor  traffic  in  the  city  of  London.  Clergj^men  and  laymen 
of  the  Church  of  England,  Protestant  Dissenters,  and  Koman 
Catholics  united  in  this  movement.  What  is  most  remarkable, 
Archbishop  Manning,  the  successor  of  Cardinal  Wiseman,  ap- 
peared on  the  platform  and  made  the  principal  speech,  which 
was  received  with  the  warmest  applause.  Such  an  event  never 
happened  before  in  England.  All  differences  of  creed  and 
party  give-  way  before  the  necessity  of  saving  the  bodies  and 
souls  of  men  from  the  monster  of  intemperance,  which  is  so 
closely  connected  with,  the  desecration  of  the  Sabbath. 

In  Bristol,  Manchester,  Leeds,  and  other  cities  the  Sunday 
liquor  traffic  was  totally  prohibited  by  an  act  of  Parliament  in 
1849,  and  the  result  was  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  arrests 
for  intoxication  and  crime  as  startling  as  in  New-York  under 
the  operation  of  the  new  excise  law. 

In  Bristol,  the  number  of  committals  for  three  years  after  the 
passage  of  the  act  was  only  2903,  as  against  4063  during  the 
three  years  preceding  the  act.  In  the  city  of  Manchester  the 
difference  during  the  same  period  was  5850  against  10,828. 

THE  SABBATH  AND  THE  PARIS  EXPOSITION. 

Before  the  opening  of  the  great  industrial  Exposition  in  Paris, 
the  Committee,  after  some  correspondence  with  United  States 
Senators  and  other  gentlemen  in  Washington,  saw  proper  to 
address  several  American  clergymen  and  laymen  now  in  Paris 
on  the  propriety  of  closing,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  American 
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department  of  the  Exposition  on  Sundays,  and  suggested  that 
at  least  the  machinery  might  be  stopped,  and  the  assistants  be 
allowed  to  enjoy  the  weekly  day  of  rest ;  believing  that  such  a 
course  would  be  agreeable  to  the  national  American  sentiment, 
and  have  a  good  moral  effect  as  a  testimony  to  the  harmony  of 
our  free  institutions  with  the  unchangeable  laws  of  God.  A 
similar  movement  proceeded  from  the  friends  of  the  Sabbath 
in  England. 

The  suggestions  of  the  Committee  were  immediately  submit- 
ted to  the  American  residents  in  Paris,  and  earnestly  considered 
by  all  with  the  cordial  approval  of  our  Minister,  General  Dix. 
The  result  is  as  satisfactory  as  could  be  expected.  One  of  our 
correspondents,  in  a  letter  from  Paris,  April  29th,  1867,  after 
stating  the  insurmountable  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  complete 
closing. of  any  department  of  the  Exposition  when  all  the  rest 
are  open  and  crowded,  states  that  all  that  the  Committee  sug- 
gested has  been  gained,  and  adds :  "  On  the  Lord's  Day  the 
American  flag  is  not  raised  over  our  department ;  the  exhibit- 
ors absent  themselves  ; '  the  machinery  is  not  in  motion  ;  the  in- 
struments of  music  are  silent." 

The  editorial  correspondent  of  the  New- York  Observer  of  May 
16th,  describes  the  contrast  between  the  noise  of  the  French 
and  the  quiet  of  the  British  and  American  departments  on  the 
Lord's  Day,  and  states  "that  the  moral  effect  of  this  good  ex- 
ample is  making  itself  felt  over  the  building,  insomuch  that 
many  of  the  attendants  and  exhibitors  of  other  nations  are  qui- 
etly absenting  themselves  from  their  daily  duties  on  Sunday." 

N  CONCLUSION. 

In  entering  upon  the  second  decade  of  their  history,  the  Sab- 
bath Committee  feel  that,  although  under  the  blessing  of  God 
much  good  has  been  done  and  much  evil  prevented,  there  will 
always  be  a  necessity  for  Christian  labor  and  effort  in  this 
direction.  "Eternal  vigilance"  is  the  price  of  the  Sabbath  as 
well  as  of  liberty.  Societies  for  the  protection  of  the  civil 
and  sacred  Sabbath  should  be  deemed  almost  as  essential  a 
branch  of  Christian  activity  as  Bible,  Tract,  and  Missionary 
Societies.  For  the  proper  observance  of  the  Lord's  Day  is  a 
necessary  basis  for  public  worship  and  the  successful  operation 
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of  the  Christina  ministry.  It  is  intimately  interwoven  with  pri- 
vate virtue,  domestic  happiness,  public  order,  well-regulated 
freedom,  and  national  prosperity.  Tiie  enemies  of  the  Lord's 
Day  are  generally  also  enemies  of  religion.  The  enemies  of 
religion  are  all  enemies  of  the  Lord's  Day.  They  are  aware 
that,  by  undermining  the  Sabbath  and  turning  it  from  its  sacred 
uses  to  secular  and  sinful  ends,  they  administer  a  deadly  blow 
to  the  cause  of  Christianity.  Hence  they  will  ever  renew  their 
efforts.  Beaten  to-day,  they  will  rise  to-morrow.  In  popu- 
lous cities,  even  of  a  less  heterogeneous  character  than  ^New- 
York,  there  will  always  be  a  great  deal  of  Subbath  desecration, 
which  needs  to  be  checked  or  removed.  The  best  laws  for  the 
protection  of  Sunday  will  be  repealed,  or  become  a  dead  letter, 
if  public  opinion  is  allowed  to  relax  and  grow  indifferent  to 
the  cause. 

As  a  people,  we  have  enjoyed,  from  the  first  settlement  ot 
our  country,  the  inestimable  privilege  of  a  quiet  and  orderly 
Sabbath.  Our  ancestors  brought  this  custom  from  England 
and  Scotland,  and  left  it  to  us  as  a  precious  legacy.  The  na- 
tional custom  is  supported  by  appropriate  legislation  in  nearly 
all  the  States.  The  Sabbath  has  been  justly  called  Heaven's 
antidote  against  the  curse  of  labor.  If  any  nation  needs  this 
antidote,  it  is  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  with  its  untiring  energy 
and  restless  activity.  It  would  soon  exhaust  its  power,  espe- 
cially in  this  exciting  climate,  without  that  day  of  periodical  rest 
which  stops  the  wheels  of  secular  life,  restores  vigor  to  the  body 
and  freshness  to  the  soul,  and  saves  us  from  the  degrading  in- 
fluence of  secularism  and  materialism. 

A  member  of  the  Prussian  Cabinet,  and  colleague  of  Count 
Bismarck,  remarked  not  long  ago:  "You  Americans  must 
never  think  of  giving  up  your  strict  Sunday  observance; 
you  need  it  more  than  any  other  people,  and  I  only  wish  we 
could  transplant  it  to  Germany." 

Providence,  in  view  of  the  future  greatness  and  peculiar  dan- 
gen  of  our  nation,  has  planted  in  its  infancy  and  early  youth 
a  profound  fear  of  God,  which  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom,  and 
trained  it,  by  the  holy  exercises  of  a  well-kept  Sabbath,  to  the 
power  of  moral  self-government,  which  is  the  essence  of  true 
freedom.    Nothing  is  more  potent  and  tenacious  than  national 
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customs.  If  we  allow  our  custom  of  Sabbath  observance  to  fall 
into  disuse,  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  restore  it.  Many 
good  men  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  are  earnestly  laboring  to 
check  the  prevailing  Sabbath  desecration,  but  feel  that  they 
are  swimming  against  the  stream  and  can  make  little  impression 
upon  the  people  at  large. 

Let  us  be  faithful  to  all  those  national  customs  which  distin- 
guish us  as  a  Christian  people.  Thus  only  shall  we  be  able  to 
fulfill  our  duty  to  ourselves,  and  our  mission  to  the  emigrants 
of  other  nations  who  seek  a  home  in  our  vast  country. 

"  What  true  heart  loves  not  the  Sabbath  ? — 
That  dear  pledge  of  home  ; 
That  trysting-place  of  God  and  man  ; 
That  link  betwixt  a  near  eternity  and  time ; 
That  almost  lonely  rivulet,  which  flows 
From  Eden  through  the  world's  wide  wastes  of  sand 
Unchecked,  and,  though  not  unalloyed  with  earth, 
Its  healing  waters  all  impregned  with  life, 
The  life  of  their  first  blessing,  to  pure  lips 
The  memory  of  a  by-gone  paradise, 
The  earnest  of  a  paradise  to  come." 


NORMAN  WHITE,  Chairman. 
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JONATHAN  ST  URGES, 
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WILLIAM  WALKER, 
F.  S.  WINSTON, 
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i\T.  T.  Sabbath  Committee,  5  Bible  House,  New-York. 


PRESIDENT  Lincoln:  "The  importance  for  man  and  beast  of  tin-  pre- 
scribed weekly  rest,  the  sacred  rights  of  Christian  soldiers  and  sailors,  a 
becoming  deference  to  the  best  sentiment  of  a  Christian  people,  and  a  due 
regard  for  the  Divine  Will,  demand  that  Sunday  labor  in  the  army  and  navy 
be  reduced  to  the  measure  o/  strict  necessity." 

Justice  McLean  :  "  Where  there  is  no  Christian  Sabbath,  there  is  no 
Christian  morality;  and  without  this,  free  institutions  cannot  long  be  sus- 
tained." 

'Attorney-General  Bates:  "The  religious  character  of  an  institution 
so  ancient,  so  sacred,  so  lawful,  and  so  necessary  to  the  peace,  the  comfort, 
and  the  respectability  of  society,  ought  alone  to  be  sufficient  for  its  pro- 
tection ;  but,  that  failing,  surely  the  laws  of  the  land,  made  for  its  account, 
ought  to  be  as  strictly  enforced  as  the  laws  for  the  protection  of  person  and 
property.  If  the  Sunday  laws  be  neglected  or  despised,  the  laws  of  pers  >n 
and  property  will  soon  share  their  fate,  and  be  equally  disregarded." 


Richard  Hooker  :  "  We  are  to  account  the  sanctification  of  one  day  in 
seven  a  duty  which  God's  immutable  law  doth  exact  forever." 

Archbishop  Leighton  :  "  The  very  life  of  religion  doth  much  depend 
upon  tbe  solemn  observance  of  the  Sabbath  ;  consider,  if  we  should  but  inter- 
mit  the  keeping  of  it  for  one  year,  what  a  height  of  profaneness  would  ensue 
in  those  that  fear  not  God !" 

Dr.  Chalmers  :  "  We  never,  in  the  whole  course  of  our  recollections, 
met  with  a  Christian  friend,  who  bore  upon  his  character  every  other  evidence 
of  the  Spirit's  operation,  who  did  not  remember  the  Sabbath-day  to  keep  it 
holy." 

Archbishop  Whately  :  "  I  am  anxious,  in  common  with  all  persons, 
of  whatever  church,  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity,  that  his 
resurrection-day  should  be  more  particularly  set  apart  for  religious  worship 
and  religious  study  and  meditations.  And  if  the  day  ought  to  be  thus  de  li- 
cated  to  such  purposes,  it  is  plain  we  ought  to  abstain  from  any  thin^  that 
may  interfere  with  its  being  so  observed,  both  by  ourselves  and  by  thos.*  wo 
employ." 

Dp.  Thomas  Arnold  :  "Believing  that  our  need  of  a  Lord's  Day  i<  at 
great  as  ever  it  was,  and  that,  therefore,  its  observance  is  God's  will,  an  i  is 
likely,  so  far  as  we  see,  to  be  so  to  the  end  of  time,  I  should  think  it  mosl 
mischievous  to  weaken  the  respect  paid  to  it." 
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Rev.  F.  W.  Robertson:  " I  am  more  and  more  sure  by  experience  tliat 
the  reason  for  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  lies  deep  in  the  everlasting 
necessities  of  human  nature,  and  that  as  long  as  man  is  man,  the  blessedness 
of  keeping  it,  not  as  a  day  of  rest  only,  but  as  a  day  of  spiritual  rest,  will 
never  be  annulled." 

The  Same :  "I  feel  by  experience  the  eternal  obligation  because  of  the 
eternal  necessity  of  the  Sabbath.  The  soul  withers  without  it — it  thrives  in 
proportion  to  the  fidelity  of  its  observance.  Nay,  I  even  believe  the  stern 
rigor  of  the  Puritan  Sabbath  had  a  grand  effect  upon  the  soul." 


Dr.  Carpenter,  who  stands  at  the  head  of  physiologists :  "  My  own 
experience  is  very  strong  as  to  the  importance  of  the  complete  rest  and  change 
of  thought  once  in  the  week." 

Willard  Parker,  M.D.,  New- York  City :  "  The  Sabbath  must  be  ob- 
served as  a  day  of  rest.  This  I  do  not  state  as  an  opinion,  but  knowing  that 
it  has  its  foundation  upon  a  law  in  man's  nature  as  fixed  as  that  he  must 
take  food  or  die." 

John  Richard  Farre,  M.D.,  of  London :  "  As  a  day  of  rest,  I  view  the 
Sabbath  as  a  day  of  compensation  for  the  inadequate  restorative  power  of  the 
body  under  continued  labor  and  excitement.  One  day  in  seven,  by  the  bounty 
of  Providence,  is  thrown  in  as  a  day  of  compensation,  to  perfect  by  its  repose 
the  animal  system." 

Ebenezer  Alden,  M.D.,  of  Massachusetts :  "  After  much  reflection,  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  Sabbath  was  made  for  man,  as  a  physical  as  well  as  an  intel- 
lectual and  moral  being." 

John  C.  Warren,  M.D.,  Professor  in  the  Medical  College  of  Harvard 
University  :  "  So  far  as  my  observation  extends,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  avoid- 
ing worldly  cares  on  the  Sabbath  are  those  most  remarkable  for  the  perfect 
performance  of  their  duties  during  the  week.  I  have  a  firm  belief  that  such 
persons  are  able  to  do  more  work,  and  to  do  it  in  a  better  manner,  in  six  days, 
than  if  they  worked  the  whole  seven." 

Thomas  Sewall,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the 
Columbian  College,  Washington,  D.  C.  :  "  If  the  Sabbath  were  universally 
observed  as  a  day  of  devotion  and  of  rest  from  secular  occupations,  far  more 
work  of  body  and  mind  would  be  accomplished  and  be  better  done ;  more 
health  would  be  enjoyed,  with  more  of  wealth  and  independence,  and  we 
should  have  far  less  of  crime,  and  poverty,  and  suffering." 

%W  Letters  and  Orders  may  be  addressed  to  The  Secretary  of  the  Sabbath 
Committee,  No.  5  "Sibte  House,  JVetv-TorJk.  Donations  may  be  sent  to 
The  Treasurer  of  the  Committee,  J.  M.  ,M0&ftT80JV,  Bsc.,  President 
of  the  Manhattan  Sank,  10  Watt  Street. 


